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RD (71) ~ (75) DTHRERD TCEN X [EFBRB (CTEY) I RIRZ
SCHD% (a) ~ (d) DFHSBEUEE L,

(71) Last week, (a)thousands upon thousands of people gathered in the
Makuhari Messe convention center in Chiba for KCON Japan 2016. The two-
day event celebrated “All Things Hallyu,” referring to (b)the growing

popularity of South Korean culture all over the world. (c)Beside, to feature

performances from big-name K-pop artists, KCON also included dozens of
booths (d)devoted to everything from Korean cosmetics to tourism.

(72) (a)lt was the incredibly popular event, drawing fans of all ages, but (b)

you also wouldn’ t be blamed for having no knowledge it was happening.
Despite attracting global buzz, (c)Korean pop culture remains a niche interest

201740 LR &R
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in Japan, albeit as big as a niche can get. There’s a big fan base for all things
Hallyu in Japan, (d)but Japanese TV shows and publications rarely feature

them.

(73) This wasn’ t always the case. The first summer I lived in Japan, (a)l
couldn’ t go anywhere without hearing a K-pop song from girl groups such as

Girls’ Generation or KARA. Every time I turned on the television, (b)a show
is talking about the boom in Korean pop culture, which also included Korean
TV series. Korean artists such as BoA and Tohoshinki had crossed over to

Japan before, (c)but this felt very different. (d)Whereas those artists released

new songs in Japanese, this new wave of artists was capturing attention with

singles sounding vastly different from J-pop and often in Korean.

|

(74) (a)Not everyone welcomed Hallyu with open arms. Actor Sousuke

Takaoka tweeted in 2011 (b)while Fuji TV shown so many Korean TV series

that he felt “brainwashed.” TV staple Matsuko Deluxe similarly slammed

K-pop on a variety show, while various groups held protests outside TV
stations airing Korean shows. Despite that, K-pop groups such as Big Bang
and 2NE]1 sold out baseball stadiums and (¢)appeared frequently on Japanese

music shows. I remember (d)many of my junior high school students at the

time were obsessed with the groups, decorating their pencil cases with

Hallyu-friendly stickers.

(75) (a)l don’ t think Japanese fans of K-pop or K-dramas went away, but the
coverage of them changed. The 2012 edition of NHK’ s annual Kohaku Uta

Gassen featured zero K-pop performers — (b)despite Korean acts recording

massive sales and three groups having appeared on the show the year before.
(c)Some cited increased political tensions between the two nations, but soon

after K-pop vanished from nearly every channel. Last year, ())NHK
announce it no longer airs any Korean TV series on its free-to-air channel,

another blow to Hallyu in Japan.
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BAOESEFIEEAORMREICET . Jv /T4 LX (The Japan
Times) [CIB&EENZLATDEEE (Young voters hope to reform
Japan’s ‘silver democracy’ by Reiji Yoshida and Tomohiro
Osaki, Staff Writers) (—3Bi&) Z55d+. R (1) 'S5 (4) [CEXF
A AR

Eighteen-year-old Hiroto Shimazu says he can’t wait to cast his ballot in
Sunday’s Upper House election. “We're the ones who will lead Japan in the
future,” he said. “I hope there will be more policies in favor of young people
like us.” For the first time in Japan, those aged 18 and 19 will be allowed to
vote in a national election after a new law took effect on June 19 lowering the
voting age from 20 to 18. Shimazu, a Tokyo high school student who heads the
Teen’s Rights Movement group for young people, also hopes the poll will be a
first step toward rectifying Japan’s so-called silver democracy (1) in which

politicians are elected who prioritize the interests of the elderly over the young.
The reality, however, may be different. The revised law has expanded the elec-
torate by 2.4 million people aged 18 and 19, and is designed to give more
political say to younger generations. But this number accounts for only 2.2
percent of all 106.6 million voters in graying Japan — 1 in every 4 Japanese is
aged 65 or older. ...

It’s also unlikely that the new voters will turn out at the same rate as older
voters in Sunday’s election. According to a July 3-5 survey by the Yomiuri
Shimbun, only 40 percent of respondents aged 18 and 19 said they will “defi-
nitely vote” on Sunday, far lower than the overall average of 67 percent. Polit-
ical apathy among the young is nothing new in Japan. In the 2014 Lower

House election, voter turnout for people aged in their 20s was a mere 32.6

percent, far lower than the overall turnout of 52.7 percent (2). In contrast, the

rate for those in their 60s was 68.3 percent while 59.5 percent of voters in the
70s cast votes. ... According to the Nippon Institute for Research Advance-
ment, 47 percent of voters who voted in the 2010 Upper House election were
60 or older. In a 2012 research paper, NIRA warned that the “silver democ-
racy” will result in heavier burdens on younger generations as politicians cater
to the demands of elderly voters wanting more social welfare benefits, such as
a strong public pension system. This trend — allocating bigger budgets for
welfare measures for the elderly and giving far less financial assistance to

families with children — has often been criticized. ... Japan’s spending on

201745 P IR &7
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child care and after-school care to gross domestic product was only a third of
that in Britain and Sweden, the OECD said, urging Tokyo to spend more to
boost its low birthrate. ...

Miku Endo, 19, a university student and member of Tokyo-based citizens’
group Youth Create, urged young people to take advantage of the latest elec-
toral reform (3). Endo’s interest in politics grew after she learned how small
her future pension benefits will be compared to what today’s elderly can claim.
“I don’t even know what to do, I feel helpless,” she said. “It just hit me how

little the government cares about young people like us.”
(1) TR DIapan’s so-called silver democracy &9 SHETEHIZE D K
IEMRNAERBIL KD L LT h,

RM(2) THRERQ) A HARGETHM L 5 S\ (E L KFERE KD EEA)
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When I first arrived in Tokyo from London with my young children, it was
mid-winter. The school that I had enrolled my son in had many children absent
with seasonal coughs and colds, and although I had moved thousands of miles
away from home, the sight was a familiar one: tired and strained parents who
had been (i) all night with their sick children.

As a doctor and mother, I was asked by many an exhausted parent at the
school gates what they could do to prevent their child succumbing to repeated
infections. I was also often asked if supplements would help.

We know that vitamins and minerals that are (a)sourced from food (and, in

the case of vitamin D, from the sun) are essential for good health. There are
some supplements that are well documented to be beneficial: folic acid for
expectant mothers, for instance, and antioxidant supplements for people who
have, or who are ( ii ) risk of, certain eye conditions, such as age-related mac-
ular degeneration. As doctors, we regularly diagnose people with vitamin and/
or mineral deficiencies, and the effectiveness of treating them with specific
supplements is well known. But what about their role in healthy individuals
— in those who are well nourished and without any known deficiency? Vita-
min and mineral supplements are big business in Japan, but are they really any
use?

Recently The British Medical Journal looked at over 2,000 different pieces
of research and collated the results. It concluded that there was no decrease in
the risk of developing high blood pressure, heart attacks or strokes in a healthy,
well-nourished person taking vitamin supplements. This was (b)echoed in
another reputable journal, The Annals of Internal Medicine, which, after col-
lating the work of three major review studies, concluded they could find no
positive benefit in taking supplements in otherwise healthy adults in terms of
cardiovascular health, cancer risk, cognitive health or mortality. Some recent
evidence has also suggested some high doses of vitamins may be harmful —
for example, for smokers who take high doses of vitamin E. But [1 about 2
how 3 of 4 role

Take, for example, the common cold, a condition we are all familiar ( iii ).

5 supplements 6 the 7 vitamin] in minor conditions?
Research published in a 2012 Cochrane Review (which brings together all
recent high-quality evidence) found that taking zinc supplements reduced the
duration and severity of the common cold. It also found that giving children
zinc supplements for at least five months during winter cut the likelihood of a
cold ( iv ) a third, and reduced the need for antibiotics.

Another 2012 Cochrane Review demonstrated that taking daily vitamin C
did not reduce the likelihood of developing a cold in [X]the normal popula-

tion, but did in those individuals who undertook high levels of exercise (for
example, marathon runners). Daily vitamin C supplements did, however,
reduce the severity of cold symptoms, and research showed that for those (c)
prone to colds, there were benefits in taking daily vitamin C throughout the
year. There was, [ Y ], no benefit if the supplements were only taken after the
onset of a cold.

(1) OhOZEG)~Gv)Z ) 2 DIk Y 5E* T Thl~60 6
., ZOBRFEREHA~—2r v — My =27 LI,

_/)%

I at 2 by 3 for 4 of 5 up 6 with

(2) FHEBG@)~C)DEEBE R LT VEWRDEE Th Tl ~40 6 —DF U, £
DBEFERER~Y—2r v — MIv—2 LI,
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(a) sourced

1 added 2 flavored 3 obtained 4 processed
(b) echoed
1 appreciated 2 confused 3 recommended 4 confirmed

(c) prone

1 resistant 2 susceptible

B) XHD[ JTND 7 ODHEBEERLDONEIZH D &I 12k WY LT TN
BAarzn, TOBE, 2FHICKEINZHEBEORS #MEH~—27 2 — O
12, 5EHIZK BARNZHEORS ZOMMIZ. ThZh~v—2 LAak X,

3 threatening 4 unwilling

[1 about 2 how 3 of 4role 5 supplements 6 the 7 vitamin]

(4) T#EB[X]Dthe normal population D NFIZH BTG D% 1~45 65—

U, ZOFZERER~—2 v = MZv—2 LAa X0,
1 an average-sized community

2 an area with a lot of inhabitants

3 ordinary people who do not exercise hard

4 heavy smokers who take supplements

(5) XHhOZERTY] %M 5 DICk &MY LiEE 1 ~420 56—, ZOHF 5%
REH~— 2 Y — MIv—2 L &,

2 however 3 unless 4 while

(6) AXDONBIZIR BTN & ARE, BEEO1~40 6 FhZFh 0@, Z0OF
SEREH~Y— Y — MIv—2 Lk X\,

At

1 although

1 In Japan children were still encouraged to go to school even when they had a
cold.

2 The author made a speech at school about how to prevent children from catching
a cold.

3 Some supplements work on pregnant mothers and those with certain eye

conditions.
4 The vitamin and mineral supplement business is relatively small in Japan.
B

1 Those who take daily vitamin supplements have a lower risk of developing high
blood pressure and heart attacks.

2 High doses of vitamins, in particular vitamin E, are strongly advisable for

smokers.

3 If you take zinc supplements, there is a good chance that your cold will neither
last long nor become very serious.

4 Whenever you start taking vitamin C, it eases the symptoms of a cold.
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Incense smoke wafts through the cold air of the centuries-old Buddhist tem-
ple as a priest chants a sutra, praying for the peaceful transition of the souls of
the departed. It is a funeral like any other in Japan. Except that those being
honored are robot dogs, lined up on the altar, each wearing a tag to show where
they came from and which family they belonged to.

The devices are AIBOs, the world’s first home-use entertainment robot
equipped with artificial intelligence and capable of developing its own person-
ality. “I believe owners feel they have souls as long as they are with them,” said
Nobuyuki Narimatsu, 59, who heads an electronics repair company specializ-
ing in fixing vintage products.

Sony rolled out the first-generation AIBO in June 1999, with the initial batch
of 3,000 selling out in just 20 minutes despite a hefty ¥250,000 price tag. Over
the following years, more than 150,000 units were sold in numerous iterations,
ranging from gleaning metallic-silver versions to round-faced cublike models.
The dog came with an array of sensors, a camera and microphone. The final
generation could even talk.

By 2006, Sony was in trouble; its business model was broken and it was fac-
ing fierce competition from rivals in all fields. The AIBO, an expensive and
somewhat frivolous luxury, had to go. The company kept its AIBO Clinic open
until March 2014, but then — politely — told dedicated and loving owners that
they were on their own. For Hideko Mori, 70, that nearly spelled disaster.

Mori has had her AIBO for around eight years. She enjoys the conversations
she has with it, and thinks it far more convenient than a real puppy. “He doesn’t
require feeding and he doesn’t pee . . . actually he does pee by lifting his leg,
making an indescribably beautiful sound,” Mori said. But, she added, nothing
actually comes out. “I never thought there was a limit to his life,” Mori
lamented. But in May last year her beloved AIBO, whose name is simply
“Aibo,” became immobile. “I emailed a former Sony worker (on behalf of the
dog), saying: ‘Do I have no choice but to die like this because I can’t walk?’ ”

The engineer introduced her to A FUN, a company that employs former
Sony engineers. They fixed her machine in two months. “I was so happy to see
him back to health and at home,” Mori said.

Hiroshi Funabashi, 61, who supervises repairs at A FUN, said troubled
AIBO owners think of him more as a doctor than an engineer. “The word

20174 Flt Y ] N7 R 52
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‘repair’ doesn’t fit here,” he said at his home in Kasama, Ibaraki Prefecture.
Scattered around him were dozens of AIBOs sent in with problems owners
typically describe as “aching joints.” “For those who keep AIBOs, they are
nothing like home appliances. It's obvious they think their (robotic) pet is a
family member,” he said. Funabashi says he does not enhance the functions of
aged AIBOs. Instead, he tries to restore them to health.

The problem is that repairs can take weeks or even months because of a
shortage of spare parts. Dozens of AIBOs are now “hospitalized,” with more
than 180 on the waiting list. The only source of genuine parts are “dead” robots,
who become donors for organ transplantation, but only once the proper respects
have been paid.

Bungen Oi, a priest at the 450-year-old Kofukuji Temple in Isumi, Chiba
Prefecture, said the AIBO service last month was an occasion on which the
robots’ souls could pass from their bodies. “I was thrilled over the interesting
mismatch of giving cutting-edge technology a memorial service in a very con-
ventional manner,” he said. (1)It is a mismatch that humans will probably
become more used to over the coming years and decades as robots with “per-
sonalities” become ever more part of our lives.

SoftBank has said that later this year it is going to start selling the humanoid
Pepper to the public. Despite its ¥198,000 up-front cost, Pepper will be useless
for housework, but developers say it will learn to imitate and understand
human emotions over time.

This blurring of lines means more people could feel (2)the kind of attach-
ment that AIBO owners know so well, said A FUN’s Funabashi. “I don’t know
if people will develop affection (toward a new generation of robots) in five, six

years’ time,” he said. “But I think we need to recognize they are not ordinary
electronic devices.”
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