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After summit with Obama,
Abe has little to boast about
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For Prime Minister Shinzo Abe,
his summit April 24 with U.S. Pres-
ident Barack Obama should have
been a big moment to trumpet the
strength of the Japan-U.S. alliance,
which he claimed has greatly im-
proved after relations soured under
the Democratic Party of Japan-led
administration that preceded his.

But the diplomatic drama that un-
folded from that evening to early
the next day instead underscored
that bilateral relations are shaky,
despite Abe’s insistence that he and
Obama made “historic” achieve-

ments. The key problem is the fail-
ure of both nations to reach a broad
accord on the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership trade pact.

On April 25, Japan and the Unit-
ed States barely managed to release
a joint statement following the Abe-
Obama summit in Tokyo, an un-
precedented and embarrassing de-
lay for Japanese diplomats.

Indeed, at one point, U.S. offi-
cials reportedly took the statement
“hostage” for more concessions on
TPP issues during the overnight ne-
gotiations. (The Japan Times)

Akira Amari, minister in charge of the Trans-Pacific Partnership negotiations, speaks to reporters
early April 25 after the U.S. and Japan failed to reach an agreement on trade. KYODO

ZREEZEMBICE ST 4 R24BD/INT 7 - ANTKABMBEDRHIFAKRFBNES 251
THERBLERICEDETE -7, RIEEHIE. BARABEDRS FRIORERBIET T HARR
PEIELTHPOERELHEZL VB EERL W /L L. ZOEDP SBHEFKRBAICH TR
FUANRZBI T 2 EFBEROALESHZEEICH o7 [BEEMEIRRELFEWVD
ZEEHEOME EREBENZ L TPPREDKFHERICES L >l EFTREMB L
HoTW5, /MEREEFEEHEEFNTKJEDNY I v MEZ T T4 A25B ICHAFRAE E»
RRLP BAOAZHICE S TZDENBEGITEDDBVERE. > /o /EET X ) H1
B BRCTTEHONASDOFRTTPPRIEICEL TS SICES S L2 1-0ICZDFERE [NE]
ICLTEARERLSN TS,

WHBRY . RE R

Tomioka Silk Mill in Gunma Prefecture ~ KYODO

A UNESCO advisory panel
has recommended giving World
Heritage status to the Tomioka
Silk Mill, a historic factory build-
ing in Gunma Prefecture symbol-
izing Japan’s industrialization

Silk mill endorsed for World Heritage status
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from the 19th century, the Agency
for Cultural Affairs said April 26.

The World Heritage Committee
will likely agree with the recom-
mendation when it meets in June
in Qatar.

That would make the mill the
18th World Heritage property in
Japan including natural heritage
sites, and the 14th if limited to
cultural properties. (Kyodo)
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Up to 310,000 homes blacked out in Tokyo
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Up to 310,000 homes and stores in suburban To-
kyo were hit by a power outage. KYODO

Up to 310,000 homes in subur-
ban Tokyo were hit by a power
outage late April 27, Tokyo Elec-
tric Power Co. said.

The utility said it is still inves-
tigating the cause of the blackout

that affected the cities of Hachioji,
Hino, Machida and Tama from
around 8:30 p.m.

Keio Corp. said its rail services
were suspended in Hachioji and
other areas for about 35 minutes
due to the power outage.

Tokyo police said some traffic
signals in the areas were without
power and officers were sent to
conduct traffic. (Kyodo)
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Nishikori beats Giraldo to win Barcelona Open
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the chair umpire about a line call
seemed to rattle the unseeded
player. He lost serve, giving the
fourth-seeded Nishikori the open-
ing to claim the first set and take
control of the match.

“This title and (my showing in)

Kei Nishikor cler:ats winning the éarclo
Open title. KYODO
Kei Nishikori beat Colombia’s
Santiago Giraldo 6-2, 6-2 to win
the Barcelona Open on April 27
for his first career title on clay.
Giraldo started well with an
early break but an argument with

Miami helped my confidence,”
said the 24-year-old Nishikori.
“My next goal is to get to the top
10.” (AP)
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LDP’s Kaneko wins Kagoshima by-election
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Former Kagoshima Prefectural Assembly chief Ma-

suo Kaneko (center) cheers his win. KYODO

Former Kagoshima Prefectural
Assembly chief Masuo Kaneko
won a seat in the House of Rep-
resentatives in a by-election April
27, defeating five other contest-

ants in a race fought partly over

the impact of the consumption
tax hike of April 1.

A member of the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party, Kaneko, 67,
was also backed by the LDP’s ju-
nior coalition partner, New Ko-
meito.

The win in the first election
since the sales tax hike is widely
seen as good news for Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe. (Kyodo)
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