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1! “England” is one of the three
countries that make up the island
of “Great Britain” (England,
Scotland and Wales) and one of
the four countries that make up
the “United Kingdom" or the
U.K.(England, Scotland, Wales
and Northern Ireland) .

[Zl Many people, including native
English speakers, think of either
Great Britain or the U.K. when
they use or hear the term Eng-
land. Technically speaking, it is
incorrect to use the word “Eng-
land” to refer to either the U.K.
or Great Britain.

[J London is the capital city of
England and administrative cen-
ter of the U.K.

[l England’s national flower is
the rose. The rose symbolizes
the end of the War of the Roses,
or the civil wars that occurred in
England in the 15th century.

[5 The name England is thought
to have come from the name of a
Germanic tribe who settled the
area in the fifth and sixth centu-
ries. This tribe was referred to
as the “Angles” and they estab-
lished the area known as “Angle-
land” which later became known
as England, home to the English.
6] England was first conquered
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Country Profile: England

PO THE P "
IRELANT

4 Capital: London
Population: 50,714,000
oo Land Area: 130,000 km?
e £ (1/3 of the size of Japan)
}‘“‘f — Languages: English, Cornish

Currency: Pound sterling (GBP)

Mational Flower: Rose

Patron Saint: Saint George

Saint's Day: April 23rd

Highest Point: Scafell Pike (978 m)

Longest River: The Thames (346 km)
(Shinano River [367 km])

Official Animal: The Lion

by the Romans. After this, in ad-
dition to the Angles, two other
Germanic tribes, the Saxons
and the Jutes, invaded England.
England was then invaded by the
Scandinavians and later by the
Norman French. These invasions
left a lasting mark on English
place names. They also contrib-
uted to the growth and strength
of the modern English language.
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[Tl The Anglo Saxon word “-ham,”
which meant “home,” survives
today in many place names in
England, for example, Birming-
ham. The Roman word “castra,”
which meant “camp,” survives
in modern English as “-chester”
in place names like Chichester.
Scandinavian Viking invaders
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left the place-name endings “-by"
and “-thorpe,” which also meant
“home.” Place names like Derby
and Scunthorpe are so named
due to this influence.

[ A visitor to England might be
surprised by some of the French-
looking place names in Eng-
land. This is due to the Norman
invasion of the country in 1066.
The French word “beau,” which
means “beautiful” or “fine,” was
often used for places that the
Normans considered beautiful.
The place name of “Beaulieun,” in
the county of Hampshire, means
“fine place.”

8 The Normans also used the
names of great monasteries in
Normandy for place names in
England. For example, Charter-
house, in the county of Somerset,
was named after a monastery at
Chartreuse in France.

i Administratively, England is
divided into counties. The word
“county” was also introduced by
the Normans. The original mean-
ing of “county” was an area run
by a Count or powerful lord. Some
of these county areas were origi-
nally the Anglo Saxon adminis-
trative areas known as “shires.”
Today, therefore, many county
names still end in “-shire.”
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